Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 LIMA 06643 151851Z 

46 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CU-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 

L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 

AID-05 /064W 

083286 

R 151630Z AUG 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LIMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6346 
INFO AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LIMA 6643 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, PE 

SUBJECT: GOP INVITES LATIN AMERICAN JOURNALISTS' GROUP TO HOLD 
MEETING ELSEWHERE 

REF: LIMA 3611; LIMA 6295 

1. IN AN OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE DATED AUGUST 13, THE GOP REACTED 
SHARPLY TO CRITICISM BY THE ORGANIZING COMMISSION OF THE FIRST 
LATIN AMERICAN CONGRESS OF JOURNALISTS AND INVITED THE GROUP TO 
HOLD ITS MEETING, NOW SCHEDULED TO BEGIN IN LIMA ON OCTOBER 9, 
ELSEWHERE. 

2. THE TOUGHLY- WORDED COMMUNIQUE WAS PROMPTED BY A DECLARATION 
SIGNED BY COMMISSION CHAIRMAN ELEAZAR DIAZ RANGEL WHICH 
CRITICIZES THE OOP'S RECENT CLOSURE OF LEFTIST MARKA MAGAZINE 

AND ITS DEPORTATION OF MARKA S STAFF. DIAZ’ DECLARATION STATES 
THAT HIS COMMISSION IS CONCERNED BECAUSE THE ONLY REASON THE 
GOP HAS GIVEN FOR ITS ACTIONS IS THAT MARKA PUBLISHED 
"UNACCEPTABLE' 1 AND "INJURIOUS” COMMENTS ABOUT THE CHILEAN 
GOVERNMENT. SINCE THE JOURNALISTS' GROUP IDENTIFIES WITH 
THE CHILEAN PEOPLES'S CAUSE, THE ACTIONS OF THE GOP "RAISE 
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROSPECTS OF THE CONGRESS AND ITS POSSIBILITIES 
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3. IN RESPONSE, THE COMMUNIQUE DECLARES THAT THE "SOVEREIGN 
ACTS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF PERU ARE NOT SUBJECT TO ANY DEMAND 
FOR EXPLANATION BY INSTITUTIONS THAT ARROGATE TO THEMSELVES THE 
RIGHT OF EVALUATION. . ESPECIALLY IF THESE ARE NON-NATIONAL 
ENTITIES." IT ALSO SAYS THAT IF THE JOURNALISTS' GROUP DOESN'T 

FEEL IT CAN EXPRESS ITSELF FREELY IN PERU. IT HAS "THE COMPLETE 
RIGHT (TO MEET) IN WHATEVER COUNTRY WHICH IN ITS JUDGMENT 
OFFERS BETTER CONDITIONS. . . ." 

4. COMMENT: THE LATIN AMERICAN JOURNALISTS' GROUP HAS HITHERTO 
BEEN ONE OF THE GOP'S STRONGEST SUPPORTERS IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
PRESS. LAST YEAR, FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN THE INTER- AMERICAN PRESS 
SOCIETY, MEETING IN CARACAS, CONDEMNED THE GOP'S TAKEOVER OF 
MAJOR NEWSPAPERS, THE LATIN- AMERICAN GROUP HELD PARALLEL MEETINGS 
WHICH ENDORSED THE GOP MOVE. UNTIL RECENTLY, THE GOP UNDOUBTEDLY 
RELISHED SUCH SUPPORT. BUT WITHH GROWING FEAR OF SUBVERSION ON 
THE LEFT AS WELL AS THE RIGHT, IT HAS SHOWN THAT, WHEN IT 
PERCEIVES ITS RIGHT TO ACT AS IT CHOOSES CHALLENGED, THE REVOLUTION'S 
SWORD CAN CUT BOTH WAYS. 

5. THE MEANING OF THE GOP'S COMMUNIQUE IS CLEAR, AND IT IS 
DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE THAT THE JOURNALISTS' GROUP WILL PROCEED 
WITH ITS PLANS TO MEET IN LIMA. IT NOW SEEMS THAT THE GOP 

WILL HAVE TO DO SOME BRIDGE-BUILDING BEFORE IT CAN AGAIN COUNT 
ON THE GROUP'S UNQUALIFIED SUPPORT. 
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